
<!rnngrcss nf t11e l1nif£h §tnte.s 
lllnsl1ington, D<!: 20515 

Mr. Tom Wheeler, Chairman 
Federal Communications Commission 
445 12th Street, Southwest 
Washington, DC 20554-0004 

Dear Chairman Wheeler: 

December 2, 2014 

/c) 7f 

We are writing to you on behalf of Mr. Barry Scott, Superintendent, McCrory Public Schools in 
Arkansas, regarding his request for the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to waive 
the requirement that a contract is signed prior to the submission of Form 4 71, The Schools and 
Libraries Universal Service Description of Services Ordered and Certification. Attached you 
will find a copy of the Superintendent's request that was recently submitted to the FCC online. 

According to Superintendent Scott, he suddenly became ill prior to the school board meeting 
during which the broadband contract was scheduled for consideration. Since the superintendent 
had to miss the meeting, the official leading the meeting decided to table consideration of the 
contract until his return. This unfortunate occurrence resulted in the contract not being signed 
prior to the submission of Form 471. 

McCrory is a small, rural town in Arkansas. There is only one broadband provider available, and 
broadband access is very important to the school district as it prepares for upcoming mandatory 
testing. Under the circumstances, we would be grateful if you would extend all possible 
favorable and expeditious consideration to Superintendent Scott's waiver request, in accordance 
with the regulations. Time is crucial to the school district being able to meet the needs of the 
students and education requirements. 

Thank you in advance for your understanding and cooperation. We look forward to receiving 
your response. 

Sincerely, 

{\\ 
Mark Pryor 
United States Senator 

Rick Crawford 
Member of Congress 
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::McCrory <Pu6Uc Sclioofs 

B.l\RRY scorr 
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McCRORY H IGH SCHOOL 
PO Box 930 • 5 09 N oRTH JACKSON 

MCCRORY.ARKANSAS 721 0 1 
PHONE {870) 731 ·2 851 • FAX (870 ) 7 31·2574 

LINCOLN DANIELS 
PRINC 11'.\I 

RF: McCrory School Dis1ric1 E-rotc l·om1 4 71 J\umhcr 976'.\44. 

The McCrory School District rcs~ctfull)· rl!qucsts the FCC wni\'e the requirement that a contract 
is signed prior 10 the submission the fonn .t 71 . The district submitted Funding Yenr 201512016 
rnm1 4 71 Q7614..J on ~,tarch 21. :!O 14 1 he scr\'icc listed on the application is Internet access vin 
fihc:r from C't!ntuf) I.ink to the ~ kCror~ School 11i:.tric:t 

·1 he rctc.tm the co111rJc:1 "u~ 1w1 sign.:J 01 the time of :.ubmr~ivn is simple. On the day of the 
~lurch 20. 2014 sc:hn11l hoar<.l mcctin~ (at whil.:h time the broaJb.md connec1ion v.as going to be 
Ji ~cu!\-.cJ). ,1ur -.upc1 i111c11Jc111 g~ll '''-" onJ ''ti' nut ubk 111 .mc11J the mc:cti11g. '\s :.uch. the: high 
school principal conductcJ the mei:ting hut did not feel 1.:omfortablc discussin~ the broadband 
issu~ (hccauc:;c ht: was not up to -.peed on the mo11cr1 so the school board decided 10 table the 
discussion until the April meeting. On the April meeting the schMI board discussed th~ contract 
and it was signed. 

It was already di;cidcd (thwugh discussions by the TeL·hnolog) Co(>rdinator advising the 
:. ... .,x:rintcmknt) prior to the bvurJ meeting that thi.: Ji:.trict "oukl enter into the 36 month conll1lct 
"ith Ccnturyl.ink. The C:lllltrJct \\as scheduled to be s igncJ in ~forch prior to the 
superintendent's illncs!>. l lu: 1imdi11e of c\c11t:. .,IHH\~ the Ji ~t ri..:t \\ :'\ operating in gooJ foj1h and 
fully rntendcd to sign the contract rrior to submi111ng the hrnn -171 . 

f he fol to~' ing timdinc will show 1hu1 the McCrory School Distrid was pr.:pared to sign a 
con1rnc1 prior to the tiling of the Form 471 . 

July 15. 2013 
f.cbnrnry 21. 20 I J· 

February 26. 2014: 

Fcbru:i.ry 27. 201-1 : 

rcbruar~ 28. 2014 : 

:-.fard1 14. 201~ 
Murx;h 20. 2014 

March 20. :!(114 

n1c distm:t :.11bmi1tcd E-ratc: fom1 470 856990001137807 
Due to notici('l:'lto!d !:Ult~ fund ins for liber conncctivit;. th~ district submi1tcd 
a second f-rate Form 470 864880001222934 
CcnturyLinlo.. the uni~ pru\ idcr in the McCror:- an:n. pro' iJcd quote!\ for a 
.36 1111mth • .mJ a 60 1mmtl1 c~mt r;1ct (:\ttu..:lurn:nt /\ l. 
~k('ror~ S<.:ho1)l District rcyl1cs1c<l n quote for none< 11 ycor comract 
(f\1tJch1m:n1 13\. 
Ccntur~ Link n:spl1n1.kd that O llllC ( 1 l ~ c:ar c1.rn1rnct is not avnilablc 
(.·\ttac:hmcnt (I 
BoarJ agenda p11nli-.l1t.•d (t\ tuichmclll D>. 
Supcnntcnucnt open-. admin1slr:1tillll oliicc for 1'(1urJ 111ec1ing. 
Superintendent becomes wo ill ILi n.:mJin for the discussion on the 
broadb:m<.l contracr. 
Board ptistponcs broadband dtscussron to next board meeting (Attachment 
F> 



Man:h21.2014 
Apnl 17. 2014 
Apnl :!8. 2014 
Ma) 15. 2014 
May:.2014 

I -rntc: application. h>rm 4 71 976144 submiucd 
Board appro'vcs 36 month contrnct \\ith Ccnturylmk (Attachment f) 
Contract hcmccn McC.:rnr) chool Distnct sig.ned (Attachment G) 
USA(' approves Form 4 71 976344 as submitted 
Century Lin!. ref used 10 1n~1ull con nee ti' ity becau!>C comruct wn..<; signed 
after the [-rate I onn 4 71 was submitted. 

l'vtcCrory School Dist net respectfully request~ the H "( grar11 1he district a wniver ot the 'l1gncd 
cnn1rnc1 requirement McCror: 1s aver) small rural to\\n in Arkansas and only ha!. one provider. 
C'cntur} I.ink. Bmadtmnd uecc!.s is cn1c111I u<1 1hc di<11ric1 cmbmccs digital learning. one-to-one 
1n1t1nt1veo; nnd prepares for common <.·ore testing 

lf you have M) questions please contact Dryan lo\\ er), f echnolog) Coordinutur via phone (870-
731-0082) or Joweryb,g,mccrory.1..12.ar uc;. 

Bnrry N Sco1t 
Surcnnh.:mknt 


